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back some years, to see what led up to the discussion
and also somewhat to anticipate events by glancing
forward, to see how this discussion was partly settled,
some fifty years later. This will give a clearer view of
the matter than could be obtained by merely confining
the narration to the period in hand, and constantly
harking back to this argument, which for the next 75
years played so large a role in the political foreground
of Hyderabad.

It is now necessary to examine how the Berar Trust
was created, and how it was administered, and for this
purpose it will be necessary to sum up the situation.

It will be remembered that after the fall of Seringa-
patam in 1799, and the partition of Mysore, the British
Government agreed to maintain a standing army of not
less than 8,000 sepoys and 1,000 cavalry in Hyderabad,
in order to protect the Nizam from his dangerous enemies,
At that time he was surrounded by foes of the most
ambitious and aggressive character. The Peishwa at Poona,
Scindia, Holkar and the Bhonsla Raja at Nagpur were
continually trying to filch from the Nizam some portion
of his territory, and it seemed very probable that, between
them all, the Nizam's dominions, unless protected by a
strong army, would eventually be absorbed by one or
more of these Mahratta princes.    According to the treaty
previously mentioned, drawn up in 1800, the Nizam made
over the greater part of the territory which had fallen to
his share in the partition of Mysore to the British, who,
in their turn agreed to keep up, at their own cost, a force
of not less than 9,000 men, thoroughly equipped and in
every way efficient to defend the Nizam's dominions.
This was the origin of the so-called Subsidiary Force.
This force was available only to fight against a foreign
foe,  a special clause had  been  expressly inserted in